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grew by 540 people, with net migration 
accounting for 66 percent of the growth.  
Between 1990 and 1999, its population grew by 
nearly 940 people, with all growth accounted for 
by net migration.  In fact, natural change in 
Madison County was negative in this latter 
period, with the number of deaths slightly 
exceeding births.  In Beaverhead County, the 
total population grew by nearly 240 people in 

the ‘80s, in spite of net out-migration of 331 
people.  This resulted because area births greatly 
exceeded deaths.  But between 1990 and 1999, 
growth through natural change declined while 
net migration went from negative to positive.  
For the next ten to fifteen years, area population 
trends will be largely determined by migration 
patterns, as populations continue to age, birth 
rates fall, and death rates rise. 

Figure 6: Components of Population Change
1980-90 vs. 1990-99
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